
I: Marine area

1. 	 Ministry for the Environment. (2007). Environment New Zealand, p. 315. Retrieved 17 May 2023 from www.environment.govt.nz/assets/
Publications/Files/environment-nz07-dec07.pdf

1a.	 LINZ has advised this information is not currently available. However, they hope to undertake some work and have a figure available in 
2024. Personal communication with LINZ, 24 May 2023.

1b.	 Personal communication with LINZ, 31 May 2023.

1c.	 Ministry for the Environment. (June 2005). Offshore Options: Managing Environmental Effects in New Zealand’s Exclusive Economic 
Zone. Retrieved 29 May 2023 from www.environment.govt.nz/assets/Publications/Files/offshore-options-jun05.pdf

II: 9 coastal marine biogeographic regions

2.	 Department of Conservation. (14 June 2022). NZ Coastal Marine Biogeographic Regions. Retrieved 30 May 2023 from www.doc-
deptconservation.opendata.arcgis.com/datasets/cefd4a9f7f464509be55eb60a718bd8a_0/explore?showTable=true

	 See also Department of Conservation. (2011). Coastal marine habitats and marine protected areas in the New Zealand Territorial Sea: a 
broad scale gap analysis, p. 49. Retrieved 6 June 2023 from www.doc.govt.nz/documents/conservation/marine-and-coastal/marine-
protected-areas/coastal-marine-habitats-marine-protected-areas.pdf

III: Marine protected areas (MPAs) network

3.	 Molloy, L. (2007, updated 2015). Protected areas – Protected marine areas and inland waters. Te Ara – the Encyclopedia of New Zealand. 
Retrieved 17 May 2023 from www.TeAra.govt.nz/en/map-interactive/13882/marine-protected-areas-map

3a.	 Ministry for Primary Industries. (8 February 2022). Marine Protected Areas Policy Under Reform. Retrieved 17 May 2023 from www.mpi.
govt.nz/fishing-aquaculture/sustainable-fisheries/protected-areas/marine-protected-areas

3b.	 Department of Conservation. (n.d.) Hauraki Gulf Marine Park/Ko te Pataka kai o Tikapa Moana Te Moananui a Toi. Retrieved 29 May 
2023 from www.doc.govt.nz/parks-and-recreation/places-to-go/auckland/hauraki-gulf-marine-park

3c. 	 Department of Conservation. (n.d.) Mimiwhangata Coastal Park. Retrieved 13 June 2023 from www.doc.govt.nz/parks-and-recreation/
places-to-go/northland/places/mimiwhangata-coastal-park

IV: 8 marine mammal sanctuaries

4.	 Department of Conservation. (n.d.). Marine mammal conservation. Retrieved 17 May 2023 from www.doc.govt.nz/about-us/our-role/
managing-conservation/marine-mammal-conservation

5.	 Department of Conservation. (n.d.). Other marine protection tools. Retrieved 18 May 2023 from www.doc.govt.nz/nature/habitats/
marine/other-marine-protection

6.	 Department of Conservation. (n.d.). Te Pēwhairangi (Bay of Islands) Marine Mammal Sanctuary. Retrieved 18 May 2023 from www.doc.
govt.nz/parks-and-recreation/places-to-go/northland/places/bay-of-islands-mms/?tab-id=Boating

	 Department of Conservation. (n.d.). DOC Sanctuaries to Protect Marine Mammals. Retrieved 22 May 2023 from www.doc-
deptconservation.opendata.arcgis.com/datasets/abf12dd2f4cd43b3a7fdfc5a0a2ad2c9_0/about

7.	 Department of Conservation. (n.d.). West Coast North Island Marine Mammal Sanctuary. Retrieved 18 May 2023 from www.doc.govt.
nz/nature/habitats/marine/other-marine-protection/west-coast-north-island

8.	 Department of Conservation. (n.d.). Clifford and Cloudy Bay Marine Mammal Sanctuary. Retrieved 18 May 2023 from www.doc.govt.
nz/nature/habitats/marine/other-marine-protection/clifford-and-cloudy-bay

9.	 Department of Conservation. (n.d.). Kaikōura/Te Tai-o-Marokura marine management. Retrieved 18 May 2023 www.doc.govt.nz/news/
media-releases/2014/new-marine-protected-areas-for-kaikoura

10.	 Department of Conservation. (n.d.). Banks Peninsula Marine Mammal Sanctuary. Retrieved 18 May 2023 from www.doc.govt.nz/nature/
habitats/marine/other-marine-protection/banks-peninsula

11.	 Department of Conservation. (n.d.). Catlins Coast Marine Mammal Sanctuary. Retrieved 18 May 2023 from www.doc.govt.nz/nature/
habitats/marine/other-marine-protection/catlins-coast

12.	 Department of Conservation. (n.d.). Te Waewae Bay Marine Mammal Sanctuary. Retrieved 18 May 2023 from www.doc.govt.nz/nature/
habitats/marine/other-marine-protection/te-waewae-bay

13.	 Department of Conservation. (n.d.). Auckland Islands - Motu Maha Marine Reserve. Retrieved 22 May 2023 from www.doc.govt.nz/
parks-and-recreation/places-to-go/southland/places/subantarctic-islands/auckland-islands/auckland-islands-motu-maha-marine-
reserve

V: About

14.	 Ministry for the Environment. Biodiversity and species conservation. (1 June 2005). Offshore options: Managing environmental effects in 
New Zealand’s Exclusive Economic Zone: Introduction. Retrieved 17 May 2023 from www.environment.govt.nz/publications/offshore-
options-managing-environmental-effects-in-new-zealands-exclusive-economic-zone/introduction

Infographic 2 references

Infographic 2 references, page 1 

http://www.environment.govt.nz/assets/Publications/Files/environment-nz07-dec07.pdf
http://www.environment.govt.nz/assets/Publications/Files/environment-nz07-dec07.pdf
http://www.environment.govt.nz/assets/Publications/Files/offshore-options-jun05.pdf
http://www.doc-deptconservation.opendata.arcgis.com/datasets/cefd4a9f7f464509be55eb60a718bd8a_0/explore?showTable=true
http://www.doc-deptconservation.opendata.arcgis.com/datasets/cefd4a9f7f464509be55eb60a718bd8a_0/explore?showTable=true
http://www.doc.govt.nz/documents/conservation/marine-and-coastal/marine-protected-areas/coastal-marine-habitats-marine-protected-areas.pdf
http://www.doc.govt.nz/documents/conservation/marine-and-coastal/marine-protected-areas/coastal-marine-habitats-marine-protected-areas.pdf
http://www.TeAra.govt.nz/en/map-interactive/13882/marine-protected-areas-map
http://www.mpi.govt.nz/fishing-aquaculture/sustainable-fisheries/protected-areas/marine-protected-areas
http://www.mpi.govt.nz/fishing-aquaculture/sustainable-fisheries/protected-areas/marine-protected-areas
http://www.doc.govt.nz/parks-and-recreation/places-to-go/auckland/hauraki-gulf-marine-park
http://www.doc.govt.nz/parks-and-recreation/places-to-go/northland/places/mimiwhangata-coastal-park
http://www.doc.govt.nz/parks-and-recreation/places-to-go/northland/places/mimiwhangata-coastal-park
http://www.doc.govt.nz/about-us/our-role/managing-conservation/marine-mammal-conservation
http://www.doc.govt.nz/about-us/our-role/managing-conservation/marine-mammal-conservation
http://www.doc.govt.nz/nature/habitats/marine/other-marine-protection
http://www.doc.govt.nz/nature/habitats/marine/other-marine-protection
http://www.doc.govt.nz/parks-and-recreation/places-to-go/northland/places/bay-of-islands-mms/?tab-id=Boating
http://www.doc.govt.nz/parks-and-recreation/places-to-go/northland/places/bay-of-islands-mms/?tab-id=Boating
http://www.doc-deptconservation.opendata.arcgis.com/datasets/abf12dd2f4cd43b3a7fdfc5a0a2ad2c9_0/about
http://www.doc-deptconservation.opendata.arcgis.com/datasets/abf12dd2f4cd43b3a7fdfc5a0a2ad2c9_0/about
http://www.doc.govt.nz/nature/habitats/marine/other-marine-protection/west-coast-north-island
http://www.doc.govt.nz/nature/habitats/marine/other-marine-protection/west-coast-north-island
http://www.doc.govt.nz/nature/habitats/marine/other-marine-protection/clifford-and-cloudy-bay
http://www.doc.govt.nz/nature/habitats/marine/other-marine-protection/clifford-and-cloudy-bay
http://www.doc.govt.nz/news/media-releases/2014/new-marine-protected-areas-for-kaikoura
http://www.doc.govt.nz/news/media-releases/2014/new-marine-protected-areas-for-kaikoura
http://www.doc.govt.nz/nature/habitats/marine/other-marine-protection/banks-peninsula
http://www.doc.govt.nz/nature/habitats/marine/other-marine-protection/banks-peninsula
http://www.doc.govt.nz/nature/habitats/marine/other-marine-protection/catlins-coast
http://www.doc.govt.nz/nature/habitats/marine/other-marine-protection/catlins-coast
http://www.doc.govt.nz/nature/habitats/marine/other-marine-protection/te-waewae-bay
http://www.doc.govt.nz/nature/habitats/marine/other-marine-protection/te-waewae-bay
http://www.doc.govt.nz/parks-and-recreation/places-to-go/southland/places/subantarctic-islands/auckland-islands/auckland-islands-motu-maha-marine-reserve
http://www.doc.govt.nz/parks-and-recreation/places-to-go/southland/places/subantarctic-islands/auckland-islands/auckland-islands-motu-maha-marine-reserve
http://www.doc.govt.nz/parks-and-recreation/places-to-go/southland/places/subantarctic-islands/auckland-islands/auckland-islands-motu-maha-marine-reserve
http://www.environment.govt.nz/publications/offshore-options-managing-environmental-effects-in-new-zealands-exclusive-economic-zone/introduction
http://www.environment.govt.nz/publications/offshore-options-managing-environmental-effects-in-new-zealands-exclusive-economic-zone/introduction


	 However, there is some debate over whether New Zealand is the fifth-largest in the world, with some suggesting New Zealand is the 
fourth while others indicate a lower ranking. For example, Te Ara suggests New Zealand is the fourth-largest: Te Ara – the Encyclopedia of 
New Zealand. (n.d.). Exclusive economic zones. Retrieved 17 May 2023 from www.teara.govt.nz/en/map/33830/exclusive-economic-
zones

	 The Ministry for the Environment 2007 Environment New Zealand report states, ‘New Zealand administers the sixth largest marine area 
in the world.’ Ministry for the Environment. (2007). Environment New Zealand, p. 315. Retrieved 17 May 2023 from www.environment.
govt.nz/assets/Publications/Files/environment-nz07-dec07.pdf

15.	 Convention on Biological Diversity. (19 December 2022). COP15: nations adopt four goals, 23 targets for 2030 in landmark UN 
biodiversity agreement [press release]. Retrieved 13 February 2023 from www.cbd.int/article/cop15-cbd-press-release-final-19dec2022

16.	 New Zealand Foreign Affairs & Trade/Manatū Aorere. (n.d.). Biodiversity and species conservation. Retrieved 17 May 2023 from www.
mfat.govt.nz/en/environment/biodiversity-and-species-conservation

17.	 Although the Convention on Biological Diversity states that about 7% of New Zealand’s territorial sea is protected, this percentage may 
be based on old data. The marine reserves cover more like 9.5% (i.e. 1,726,007 ha of 18,100,000 ha). See Convention on Biological 
Diversity. (n.d.). New Zealand – Main details. Retrieved 17 May 2023 from www.cbd.int/countries/profile/?country=nz. Note: The 
figure of 9.5% is yet to be confirmed. However this figure will increase if the Hauraki Gulf/Tīkapa Moana Marine Protection Bill is passed 
later this year.

18.	 Relevant legislation and protections:

•	 Marine Mammals Protection Act 1978

•	 The Department of Conservation Marine Mammal Action Plan 2005–2010

•	 Marine Mammals Protection Regulations 1992

•	 Hector’s and Māui dolphin Threat Management Plan (TMP)

•	 International Whaling Commission (IWC)

•	 Kaikōura (Te Tai o Marokura) Marine Management Act 2014

•	 Continental Shelf Act 1964

•	 Territorial Sea and Exclusive Economic Zone Act 1977

•	 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), done at Montego Bay, Jamaica, on 10 December 1982

19.	 Molloy, L. (2007, updated 2015). Marine protected areas. Te Ara – the Encyclopedia of New Zealand. Retrieved 30 May 2023 from www.
teara.govt.nz/en/table/15240/marine-protected-areas

20.	 Department of Conservation. (n.d.). Type 1 Marine Protected Areas: Marine reserves. Retrieved 1 June 2023 from www.doc.govt.nz/
nature/habitats/marine/type-1-marine-protected-areas-marine-reserves

21.	 Department of Conservation. (n.d.). Type 2 Marine Protected Areas. Retrieved 1 June 2023 from www.doc.govt.nz/nature/habitats/
marine/type-2-marine-protected-areas/

22.	 Department of Conservation. (n.d.). Other Marine Protection Tools. Retrieved 1 June 2023 from www.doc.govt.nz/nature/habitats/
marine/other-marine-protection/

VI: Maritime boundary definitions illustrated

23.	 Ministry for the Environment. (December 2008). Marine areas with legal protection: Environmental Report Card. Retrieved 17 May 2023 
from www.environment.govt.nz/assets/Publications/Files/Environmental-Report-Card-Marine-Areas-with-Legal-protection_0.pdf

24.	 Toitū Te Whenua Land Information New Zealand. (n.d.). Maritime boundary definitions. Retrieved 17 May 2023 from www.linz.govt.nz/
guidance/marine-information/charts/maritime-boundary-definitions

Infographic 2 references, page 2

http://www.teara.govt.nz/en/map/33830/exclusive-economic-zones
http://www.teara.govt.nz/en/map/33830/exclusive-economic-zones
http://www.environment.govt.nz/assets/Publications/Files/environment-nz07-dec07.pdf
http://www.environment.govt.nz/assets/Publications/Files/environment-nz07-dec07.pdf
http://www.cbd.int/article/cop15-cbd-press-release-final-19dec2022
http://www.mfat.govt.nz/en/environment/biodiversity-and-species-conservation
http://www.mfat.govt.nz/en/environment/biodiversity-and-species-conservation
http://www.cbd.int/countries/profile/?country=nz.
http://www.teara.govt.nz/en/table/15240/marine-protected-areas
http://www.doc.govt.nz/nature/habitats/marine/type-1-marine-protected-areas-marine-reserves
http://www.doc.govt.nz/nature/habitats/marine/type-1-marine-protected-areas-marine-reserves
http://www.doc.govt.nz/nature/habitats/marine/type-2-marine-protected-areas/
http://www.doc.govt.nz/nature/habitats/marine/type-2-marine-protected-areas/
http://www.doc.govt.nz/nature/habitats/marine/other-marine-protection/
http://www.doc.govt.nz/nature/habitats/marine/other-marine-protection/
http://www.environment.govt.nz/assets/Publications/Files/Environmental-Report-Card-Marine-Areas-with-Legal-protection_0.pdf
http://www.linz.govt.nz/guidance/marine-information/charts/maritime-boundary-definitions
http://www.linz.govt.nz/guidance/marine-information/charts/maritime-boundary-definitions


Abbreviations Definitions

CZ Contiguous Zone (24 nm limit) ‘is a belt of water adjacent to the territorial sea, the outer limits of which 
do not exceed 24 nautical miles from the territorial sea baseline’.

CS Continental Shelf comprises ‘the seabed and subsoil of those submarine areas that extend beyond 
the territorial limits of New Zealand, throughout the natural prolongation of the land territory of New 
Zealand, to the outer edge of the continental margin, or to a distance of 200 nautical miles from 
the baselines from which the breadth of the territorial sea is measured where the outer edge of the 
continental margin does not extend to that distance’.

IW Internal Waters (landward of the TSB) includes any areas of the sea that are on the landward side of the 
territorial sea baseline. For example the Tory Channel/Kura Te Au, Queen Charlotte Sound/Tōtaranui 
and Pelorus Sound/Te Hoiere are classified as ‘internal waters’ (personal communication with LINZ, 18 
May 2023).

EEZ Exclusive Economic Zone (200 nm limit) comprises ‘those areas of the sea, seabed, and subsoil that 
is beyond and adjacent to the territorial sea, being 200 nautical miles from the nearest point of the 
baseline’.

nm A nautical mile (nm) ‘is a unit of distance equal to 1,852 metres’.

TS Territorial Sea (12 nm limit) is an area of water not exceeding 12 nautical miles in  
width which is measured seaward from the territorial sea baseline – also called the territorial waters.

TSB Territorial Sea Baseline ‘may be of various types depending upon the shape of the coastline in any 
given locality’.

25.	 Environment Guide. (6 February 2018). Areas. Retrieved 17 May 2023 from www.environmentguide.org.nz/issues/marine/
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