




 

Number of doses discarded: Please refer to Appendix 2.  

Quantity remaining in stock: Please refer to Appendix 2. 

Expiry date of current stock: Please refer to Appendix 2. 

Date approved by Medsafe: Please see Medsafe website: www.medsafe.govt.nz/COVID-

19/status-of-applications.asp.  

Number of doses recommended for each course: Please refer to the Health NZ | Te Whatu Ora 

website for details on how many COVID-19 vaccines to get and when: 

https://info.health.nz/immunisations/vaccines-aotearoa/covid-19-vaccines/getting-covid-19-

vaccines/.  

Question 6: What is the total number of vaccine doses that have been purchased, imported into 
New Zealand and then discarded?  

None. For further information please see: 
www.health.govt.nz/system/files/documents/pages/20221239 covid-
19 vaccine portfolio update - transfer and donation 0.pdf.  

Question 7: What is the total number of vaccine doses that have been purchased (paid for), but 
not delivered into New Zealand?  Please explain reasoning for each.  

Janssen COVID-19 vaccines were purchased and not delivered to Aotearoa New Zealand. Please 
see the publicly available Ministry of Health summary statement regarding the Aotearoa New 
Zealand COVID-19 vaccine procurement process and contracts with 
suppliers: www.health.govt.nz/about-ministry/information-releases/general-information-
releases/summary-statement-new-zealand-covid-19-vaccine-procurement-process-and-contracts-
suppliers.  

Question 8: We understand that a clinical trial of the ReCov vaccine was started on 24 Jun 

2021.  

• Can you advise when it finished and what the results were?  

• Further, we do not think New Zealand ever purchased any ReCov as part of the national 
vaccine stock? Can you confirm? 
 

We are refusing this part of your request under section 18(g) of the Act as the information you have 
requested is not held by Health NZ | Te Whatu Ora and we have no grounds to believe that the 
information is held by another entity subject to the Act. We believe New Zealand Clinical Research 
may be able to assist in responding to this part of your request. While they are not subject to the 
Act, they can be contacted via their website: www.nzcr.co.nz/contact-us/.  

Question 9: When and why did New Zealand move from using the term Pfizer-BioNTech to 
simply Pfizer? This seems to be a global trend, but we are not sure why and when this 
happened?  

We are refusing this part of your request under section 18(e) of the Act as the information does not 
exist or cannot be found. The Health NZ | Te Whatu Ora website continues to use the full name 
along with shortened versions: https://info.health.nz/immunisations/vaccines-aotearoa/covid-19-
vaccines/covid-19-vaccines-aotearoa/.  

Briefings and other Government papers continue to use the full name, however public-facing 
messaging often refers only to Pfizer vaccine or simply COVID-19 vaccine. In some cases we 
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shorten the name to Pfizer for consumer facing communications to make the language more 
accessible and less technical for the public. 

 

Question 11: Is the Novavax Booster the same as the original Novavax (as in the same 
dose/injection, just three doses rather than two)? If different, how best can we best distinguish 
between the two – e.g. Novavax (the original) and the Novavax (the booster)?  

It is currently the same vaccine. 

Question 12: Please clarify that one dose refers to one injection and a course refers to two 
doses (when referring to made the first course of Pfizer-BioNTech). Note: We have found 
instances early on where one dose refers to two injections. If you could also please check Table 
1 carefully to ensure we have the quantities of doses correct. 

Please refer to the Health NZ | Te Whatu Ora website for details on how many COVID-19 vaccines 
to get and when: https://info.health.nz/immunisations/vaccines-aotearoa/covid-19-vaccines/getting-
covid-19-vaccines/.  

How to get in touch 

If you have any questions, you can contact us at  

If you are not happy with this response, you have the right to make a complaint to the 
Ombudsman. Information about how to do this is available at www.ombudsman.parliament.nz or 
by phoning 0800 802 602.  

As this information may be of interest to other members of the public, Health NZ | Te Whatu Ora 
may proactively release a copy of this response on our website. All requester data, including your 
name and contact details, will be removed prior to release.  

Nāku iti noa, nā  
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