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1.0	 Purpose

1.1	 Introduction
This working paper provides a list of all Royal Commissions established in New Zealand. The McGuinness 
Institute found that there is no singular platform that holds a comprehensive list of historical Royal 
Commissions; this working paper aims to fill in this gap. The list included in this paper may be not 
be complete. Appendix 1 includes the front page of each of the publicly available Royal Commissions 
found online.

We would encourage government to establish a Royal Commissions website that contains a user–friendly list 
of Royal Commissions. We suggest basing this on the Australian Government’s Royal Commissions website 
or the Canadian Government’s site (Government of Canada, n.d.; Parliament of Australia, n.d.). 

1.2	 Background
The first Royal Commission in the UK is considered to have been established in 1085, following King 
William I’s royal mandate, leading to the creation of the Domesday Book (Barlow, 2013).

Public inquiries have a long history in Commonwealth and Westminster democracies (UK, Australia, 
Canada, New Zealand); however, the relevance and success of this ‘ad hoc’ mode of inquiry has been 
disputed, and frequency of use has fluctuated (Prasser, n.d.). In the 19th century, the UK established over 
400 royal commissions, yet there were only 37 royal inquiries established between 1945 and 2000 (Barlow, 
2013). In Britain, it was said that ‘if public inquiries are to be known by their fruits, and if their proper fruits 
are reforms and improvements in law and practice, there is probably not a great deal to be said for them’ 
Law Commission, 2007: 7). This quote was then used in the 2007 Law Commission paper that explored the 
relevance and usefulness of royal inquiries as government looked to replace the Commissions of Inquiry Act 
1908 (with the Inquiries Act 2013).

Royal Commissions are a flexible means of exploring a wide range of issues; this is evident in the broad range 
of inquiries undertaken (see Table 1). Historically, commissions have been appointed to:

	• investigate accidents where there has been a major loss of life

	• consider social policy initiatives with a big public impact

	• make adjustments to the institutional structure of government

	• take a sensitive or moral issue out of the political arena in order to get non-partisan, professional advice 
on it and build a consensus on how to proceed (Simpson, 2012).

Figure 1 maps the frequency of the 131 royal commissions identified.
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Figure 1: Number of Royal Commissions, by decade [131] 

1.3	 Legal history of Royal Commissions in New Zealand
In New Zealand, the first Commission was held in 1855 (Simpson, 2012). The Commissioners’ Powers 
Act 1867 enabled ‘Members of Board or Commission appointed by the Governor in Council to examine 
Witnesses on Oath’. The Commissions of Inquiry Act 1908 legislation consolidated earlier Acts. Both the 
1908 Act and the new Inquiries Act 2013 are administered by the Department of Internal Affairs. However, 
all new inquiries are established under the Inquiries Act 2013 (Simpson, 2012). 

The purpose of the 2013 Act was to reform and modernise the law relating to inquiries, by providing for 
the establishment of both public and government inquiries to inquire into matters of public importance; 
recognising and providing for Royal Commissions established under the Royal prerogative; and enabling 
those inquiries to be carried out effectively, efficiently, and fairly. 

According to section 6 of the Inquiries Act 2013, three types of inquiry exist:

	• Royal commissions established under the authority of the Letters Patent constituting the office of 
the Governor-General, and this Act applies to Royal commissions as if they were public inquiries;

	• public inquiries, which are established in accordance with subsection (2); and

	• government inquiries, which are established in accordance with subsection (3).

‘All three types of inquiry have the same powers. The main difference is their perceived status’ (Office of the 
Ombudsman, 2020: 4) The 2017 Cabinet Manual sets out the distinction between the three: 

	• Royal Commissions are ‘typically reserved for the most serious matters of public importance’.

	• Public inquiries are for ‘significant or wide-reaching issue that causes a high level of concern to the 
public and to Ministers’. 

	• Government inquiries ‘typically deal with smaller and more immediate issues where a quick and 
authoritative answer is required from an independent inquirer’ (DPMC, 2017: 68). 

‘Other differences relate to how they are established, and how they report back.... Public Inquiries include 
Royal Commissions, which are appointed by and report to the Governor-General, and the Inquiry report is 
tabled in Parliament. Government Inquiries are appointed by and report to a Minister and the intention is 
that these are simpler and quicker to establish’ (Office of the Ombudsman, 2020: 4).
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2.0	 Selected Commissions
Many past Royal Commissions have had major implications on public policy, with recommendations made 
in the reports being implemented by Government. With hindsight, it can be seen that these Commissions 
have shifted the trajectory of public policy in New Zealand. 

We have selected four Royal Commissions to illustrate how independent and considered inquiry into 
complex matters has been beneficial to New Zealand. The first is interesting considering our ongoing 
close ties with Australia and the third (although not a Royal Commission), given recent calls for a Royal 
Commission in response to the existing pandemic. The forestry and sheep-farming Royal Commissions are 
interesting given many of the same issues that they explored in 1913 and 1949 respectively, are still relevant 
today.

1.	 1901 Report of the Royal Commission on Federation

2.	 1913 Report of the Royal Commission on Forestry

3.	 1919 Report of the Influenza Epidemic Commission (this was a Commission, not a Royal Commission)

4.	 1949 Royal Commission to Inquire into and Report upon the Sheep-Farming Industry in New Zealand.
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 2.1	 Report of the Royal Commission on Federation
Since the 1860s, New Zealand had been participating in Australian colonial conferences; however, when 
the six colonies of Australia began discussing federation, New Zealand was not included in the negotiations. 
In 1899, when Australia decided to federate the six colonies, this sparked debate in New Zealand, with a 
number of parties in favour of joining Australia. Premier Richard Seddon, who was opposed to joining the 
federation, set up the Royal Commission in 1900 in order to buy time and get a sense of public opinion. 
While most public submissions opposed joining with Australia, many farmers were in favour, fearing 
trade barriers. In the final report, all ten commissioners unanimously opposed becoming a state of the 
Commonwealth of Australia (MCH, 2016; n.d.[a]).

Table 1: Report of the Royal Commission on Federation

Title Report of the Royal Commission on Federation, together with Minutes of 
Proceedings and Evidence, and Appendices

Pages 777 pages (including minutes of proceedings, of evidence, appendices and 
index)
Reference 7–24

Report presented 13 May 1901

Timeline 26 December 1900: Commission appointed
17 January–18 May 1901: Commission meetings held across New Zealand and 
Australian cities

Commissioners Albert Pitt (Chairman)
Harold Beauchamp
Charles Christopher Bowen
Thomas Wilson Leys
Charles Manley Luke
John Andrew Millar
William Russell Russell
John Roberts
Walker Scott Reid
William Jukes Steward

Matters before the 
Commission

To assess the desirability of a federation of the Colony of New Zealand with the 
Commonwealth of Australia, becoming one state. 

The scope of inquiries included the effects on:
1.	 Legislative independence
2.	 Public finance
3.	 Defence
4.	 Postal and telegraphic services
5.	 Administration of justice
6.	 Imperial relations
7.	 Federal departmental administration
8.	 Agricultural, commercial and industrial interests
9.	 The social condition of the working-classes
10.	 The question of coloured labour

Conclusion The Commission found that it was not desirable for New Zealand to 
federate with and become a state of the Commonwealth of Australia. 
The Commissioners came to this conclusion with their consideration and 
knowledge of New Zealand’s: soil, climate, productiveness; adaptability of the 
lands for close settlement; vast natural resources; immense wealth in forest, 
mine and natural scenery; energy of the people; abundant rainfall; vast water-
power; insularity; and geographical positioning of New Zealand. They found 
that New Zealand could supply all that is required to support and maintain a 
population within the boundaries.
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2.2	 Report of the Royal Commission on Forestry
In 1913, native timber-producing trees were declining in numbers and there was a growing realisation 
that the administration of forestry had not been successful in protecting native forests, as a number of 
native species were threatened with extinction (McLintock, 1966; MPI, 2020a). The Royal Commission 
was established to determine which indigenous forest land should be conserved (for soil protection, 
water conservation and scenery) and which areas should be repurposed for settlement or sawmilling. The 
Commission was also required to think about future demands for timber and state funding for private 
and local body planting, and forestry education (McLintock, 1966). The outbreak of World War I delayed 
any action being taken based on the recommendations; however, many of the plans were implemented 
immediately after. In 1920, Sir Francis Dillon Bell acted on one of the key recommendations, establishing 
a new department, the State Forest Service. The new department produced proposals for New Zealand 
forest policy and in 1922, the Forests Act 1921-22 was passed (McLintock, 1966). In 2018, the government 
established Te Uru Räkau with aims to develop a forest strategy that can be used ‘to sustainably expand, 
manage and utilise New Zealand’s forest resources – exotic (non-native) and indigenous (native) – to benefit 
our environment, our regions, and our people’ (MPI, 2020b). As New Zealand transitions into a low carbon 
economy, forestry policy will become increasingly more important in aiding our reduction of emissions. 

Table 2: Report of the Royal Commission on Forestry

Title New Zealand Report of the Royal Commission on Forestry together with 
Minutes of Proceedings and of Evidence

Pages 179 pages (including appendices, minutes of proceedings and of evidence, 
photographs and maps) 
Reference 8–47

Report presented 31 May 1913

Timeline 11 February 1913: Commission appointed
26 February 1948: Commission began

Commissioners Henry Douglas Morpeth Haszard (Commissioner of Crown Land) (Chairman)
Thomas William Adams
Samuel Isaac Clarke
Leonard Cockayne
Frank Yates Lethbridge
Charles Primrose Murdoch

Matters before the 
Commission

To determine:
1.	 which of the existing forests should be retained for conservation
2.	 which of the existing forests are suitable for settlement, and which for 

timber production
3.	 the best method for indigenous forest management
4.	 whether the decreasingly available white pine that was used for packing 

butter exports should be regulated
5.	 New Zealand’s probable future demand for commercial timber
6.	 the types of timber that are likely to be required
7.	 how far existing state plantations will meet the demand
8.	 to what extent should the state forest operations be expanded
9.	 whether the state operations are being conducted satisfactorily, and what 

changes are required
10.	 how the state should encourage private tree planting.

Background The Commission comprised growers’ representatives, wood processors and 
users, and a scientist. The issues raised by the Commission were put forth by 
William Ferguson Massey, Prime Minister and Minister of Lands (responsible 
for forestry). The group visited native forests, exotic plantations and forest 
nurseries, covering 7,000 miles (11,265 km).
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Recommendations The Commission’s recommendations were split into two parts: (1) Indigenous 
Forest and (2) Afforestation. In regard to indigenous forest, the Commission 
recommended that measures be taken to permanently retain native forests 
for both:
1.	 climatic reserves: for soil and flood protection, water conservation and 

shelter.
2.	 scenic reserves: preserving flora and fauna or used for recreation. The 

Commission claimed that three quarters of New Zealand’s species were 
to be found nowhere else and therefore must be preserved. At the time, 
almost all indigenous forest that was not a climatic or scenic reserve, or a 
national park, would be turned into farmland if suitable. 

In regard to afforestation, the Commission found that relying on New Zealand’s 
native forest for timber would not be a perpetually feasible nor sustainable 
option. They assumed that the growth of the population would increase 
consumption, which they believed would exceed the rate at which native trees 
could be regenerated. The Commission stated that carrying out afforestation 
on a sound commercial basis would be highly profitable to New Zealand.
 
Concerning operational change, the Commission made recommendations 
in regard to how the state forestry operations were being conducted. They 
recommended that an economic survey of the private plantations should go 
ahead promptly. The Commission suggested that a Forestry Branch (which had 
existed previously) be established, under the Lands Department, which had an 
advisory board of experts to advise on forest policy and operations. They made 
recommendations for the state to actively encourage private tree planting. 
Their suggestion for the incentive was that trees be provided from state forest 
nurseries at cost price, planting be under advice from the department and the 
possibility of tax relief could be considered (Goulding, 2013).
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2.3	 Report of the Influenza Epidemic Commission
The 1918 influenza epidemic resulted in the deaths of up to 100 million worldwide (MOH, 2017: 4–5). The 
virus was prevalent in New Zealand from October to December 1918. It is thought to have come ashore 
with the arrival of the ship SS Niagara (New Zealand Parliament, 2018). The Royal Commission found that 
there is ‘strong evidence’ to support this belief; however, sources since claim that this is still inconclusive 
(Christchurch City Library, n.d.; MCH, n.d.[b]). With the virus coinciding with the end of World War I, the 
medical workforce was heavily overwhelmed. Mäori were struck particularly hard by the virus; while only 
making up around 4% of the population, they accounted for over 25% of New Zealand’s more than 8,500 
deaths (MCH, n.d.[c]; MOH, 2017: 4). The public demanded many answers from the government after the 
epidemic  was over, resulting in the establishment of a Royal Commission of Inquiry to investigate how the 
government had handled it. The most significant outcome subsequent to the Commission’s report was the 
Health Act 1920, which has come to be seen as a model piece of legislation. The Health Act 1956, currently 
in force, followed the model of the 1920 Act (New Zealand Parliament, 2018). In light of the COVID-19 
pandemic, it is timely for a Royal Commission of Inquiry into the government’s response, which is 
supported by former Prime Minister Helen Clark (who has been appointed to investigate whether the World 
Health Organization failed to adequately warn of the coronavirus pandemic) and the ACT Party (Murphy, 
2020; Seymour, 2020).

Table 3: Report of the Commission on the Influenza Epidemic

Title New Zealand Report of the Influenza Epidemic Commission

Pages 44 pages (including the Interim Reports and the Appendix) 
Reference 14-42

Report presented 13 May 1913

Timeline 28 January 1919: Commission appointed
17 February 1919: Sittings for evidence began
11 March 1919: Commission extended
13 April 1919: Commission extended
22 April 1919: Interim Report presented
10 May 1919: Final sittings (Report draft approved)

Commissioners Sir John Edward Denniston (Chairman)
Edward Mitchelson
David McLaren

Matters before the 
Commission

To inquire into the matters of the 1918 epidemic of influenza in New Zealand:
1.	 the causes of the introduction into New Zealand and its extension
2.	 the best methods of preventing or dealing with such occurrences in future
3.	 all matters connected with the arrival of the ships SS Niagara and SS 

Makura in respect to their relation to the introduction or extension of the 
epidemic

4.	 the responsibilities of those in the administration of the Public Health 
Department and of local authorities regarding both the epidemic and 
public health generally

5.	 the relation of local authorities to the Public Health Department in 
respect to the prevention or suppression of infectious diseases, and 
public health generally 

6.	 the efficiency of the quarantine arrangements. 

In addition, the Report covers analysis of: 
•	 post-sanitary arrangements
•	 general questions arising out of the evidence and information placed 

before the Commission
•	 South African Commission
•	 international health supervision 
•	 medical research
•	 public-health law.
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Background The Commission had multiple sittings in Auckland, Wellington, Christchurch 
and Dunedin, where evidence was taken. They made visits and inspections to 
various parts of each city. They also inspected the quarantine stations at Mo-
tuihi Island (Auckland), Somes Island (Wellington), Quail Island (Christchurch) 
and Port Chalmers (Dunedin). The Commission allowed any person interested 
to submit questions to the Chairman, which could be put to any witness under 
examination. Many people were formally invited to give evidence, but evi-
dence was also given by a number of private citizens voluntarily.

Recommendations The Report presented various recommendations relating to the epidemic and 
to public health generally:
1.	 Various amendments should be made to the public-health legislation.
2.	 The public-health law should be remodelled, consolidated, and simplified.
3.	 Clauses should be added to the Public Health Act making provisions 

for regulating the prices of the equipment, goods, and services that are 
required in combating an epidemic.

4.	 A Business Directory should be established in connection with the Health 
Department, under the charge of an expert business administrative 
officer, to be named Director of Public Health.

5.	 A Chief Sanitary Inspector for New Zealand should be appointed.
6.	 The powers, duties, and relations of all Public Health Officers, medical, 

sanitary, and administrative, be fully and clearly defined, and this be 
published for public information.

7.	 An educational section be attached to the Business Directory for the 
distribution of knowledge and information to the public relating to 
matters of public health.

8.	 Primary schools should give greater attention to the subjects of domestic 
science, hygiene, first aid and home nursing for females. These subjects 
should be made compulsory in secondary school.

9.	 School clinics under the charge of qualified Medical Officers should be 
established to assign greater attention to the health of school-children.

10.	 The Commission strongly recommended that the Government should 
consider subsidising organisations teaching first aid and home nursing, 
and especially St John Ambulance Brigade and Association to enable it to 
extend its most useful work. 

11.	 Existing health districts should be divided into subdistricts, and Assistant 
Health Officers placed in charge under the District Health Officer.

12.	 Local Health Departments should be formed in cities and large towns, 
with contiguous boroughs and town districts, under the supervision of the 
Government Health Department.

13.	 That health matters in other boroughs and town districts (excluding those 
mentioned in (12)) should be administered by the Government Health 
Department.

14.	 Special Advisory Committees should be appointed to report occasionally 
on the health conditions of the ports and shipping of New Zealand.

15.	 Constant inspection should be made of the ships, wharves, and adjuncts 
of the waterfronts under direction of a Medical Officer of Health.

16.	 Combined action should be taken by the General Government and local 
authorities to institute and carry into effect schemes for the provision 
of adequate housing-accommodation, and the renovation of localities at 
present encumbered with buildings unsuitable for habitation.

17.	 The Government should take part with other Governments in establishing 
an International Bureau for the collection and dissemination of 
information bearing on the prevention and limitation of disease.

18.	 That an annual conference of representatives from all Health authorities, 
Boards, and Committees be instituted as a means of public guidance.
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2.4	 New Zealand Royal Commission to Inquire into and Report upon 	
	 the Sheep-Farming Industry in New Zealand
A proposal for an investigation into farming conditions across the country emerged in 1939, but was 
abandoned with the commencement of World War II. Following the war, the government implemented a 
stabilisation policy, which fixed prices for meat and wool. Farmers who farmed less productive country (such 
as high-country farmers) suffered from this policy, which led to demand for a Royal Commission to inquire 
into and produce a report of the sheep-farming industry (McIntyre, 2007: 160). One of the findings of the 
Commission was that there was no consistent data for stakeholders to rely on (Beef+Lamb New Zealand, 
2018). The Commission’s recommendation to establish a Sheep Industry Board led to the establishment of 
the Beef+Lamb New Zealand Economic Service, which as at 2020 has existed for 70 years. The Commission 
recommended that factual information regarding farm production and economics be collected and 
documented. In response the Beef+Lamb NZ Economic Service created the Sheep and Beef Farm Survey, 
which is New Zealand’s longest–running primary sector survey (66 years). The data collected has been found 
to be of real strength and value. It gives insight into the condition and financial position of the agricultural 
industry in New Zealand; it is also used to inform policy from local, regional and central government 
(Beef+Lamb New Zealand, 2020).

Table 4: New Zealand Royal Commission to Inquire into and Report upon the Sheep-Farming Industry in 
New Zealand

Title New Zealand Royal Commission to Inquire into and Report upon the 
Sheep-Farming Industry in New Zealand

Pages 220 pages (including maps and index) 
Reference 11-55

Report presented 31 March 1949

Timeline 6 August 1947: Commission appointed
25 February 1948: Commission extended
5 April 1948: Interim report presented
2 June 1948: Interim report presented
4 August 1948: Commission extended

Commissioners Ronald Hugh White (Member of the Legislative Council) (Chairman)
Richard Eddy
Linton Charrington Gardiner 	
Wallace Fletcher Metcalfe
Willis Alan Scaife
Harold Wilfred Youren

Matters before the 
Commission

To report on laws relating to or affecting the sheep-farming industry in 
New Zealand, including: 
1.	 the availability of land for sheep-farming and the opportunities that exist 

for the uptake of that land for such purpose
2.	 the condition of any land used and the possible improvement of that land, 

and the condition of any land formerly used or capable of being used for 
sheep-farming

3.	 the methods of maintaining and increasing production in the industry, 
whether by better management, increased top-dressing, improved 
pastures, or by other means

4.	 labour in the industry, in regard to availability, efficiency and utilisation; 
the drift of rural population is given special reference, to investigate 
the possibility of attracting labour by way of improvement to rural 
communities (such as housing, social and recreational amenities). 
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Background The Commission comprised sheep farmers from Wellington, Waiau, Te Araroa, 
Wānaka and Napier. The overall objective of the Commission was to inquire 
into the economic position of the industry and the welfare of the persons 
engaged with and employed in it. During the course of the commission, they 
travelled 44,000 miles (70,800 km) throughout New Zealand, held 130 sittings 
and received evidence from 2,069 witnesses (649 of whom gave formal 
evidence). 

Recommendations The April interim report made recommendations on the appointment of 
a technical committee on supplies and reducing the price of supplies of 
fertiliser. The report also proposed a strategy for assisting high-country 
farmers who were liable to suffer snow losses of magnitude. 

The June interim report was centred around the previous recommendation on 
reducing the price of fertiliser. The report recommended fixing the maximum 
freight charge at 30 shillings per ton to cover the combined road, rail and sea 
cost of transport on artificial fertilisers. The farmer would pay the full costs
of transport and would be reimbursed for any payments made exceeding 30 
shillings per ton. The existing South Island free railage points could be left 
undisturbed if this was found desirable. 

The Commission found that while most sheep farmers were prosperous, back-
country farmers faced hardships that, in the Commission’s opinion, should be 
quashed by the Government. The Commission stated that the performance 
of their recommendation would allow New Zealand to fulfil their contracts 
with the United Kingdom, by way of increasing meat production. The final 
report included analysis on the importance, structure and problems of the 
sheep-farming industry; the considerations for the future of the industry; 
recommendations on administration, and farming problems; and comparisons 
of different sheep-farming regions in New Zealand. The recommendations 
included proposals for a Sheep Industry Board and a Marginal Lands Board. 
In regard to soil conservation and river control, they recommended the 
abolition of catchment boards, and the dividing of rivers controls and land 
conservation.
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3.0	 What we found
3.1	 Research results
Figure 2 sets out the matters commonly considered since 1868. Only 102 copies of the 131 reports were 
available online, meaning 28 could not be found (see Figure 3) and 1 was in progress. 

Of the 102 that were available, the reports were not able to be found in one common location.

Figure 2: Number of Royal Commissions, by type  [131]

 
Figure 3: Number of Royal Commissions, by not found online [28]
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3.2	 Observations
Key observations include:

	• There is a place for simply reporting on what people think, collecting observations and ideas, rather 
than trying to develop solutions in a fast and unconsidered manner. It takes time to understand the 
problem/issue before trying to define the question and then develop a solution.

	• Many matters inquired into are still equally relevant today and there may be a case for reading and 
maybe repeating a number of them to learn, compare, consider and build on their approach and findings 
today.

	• Royal Commissions should be given the necessary time and resources to collect the insights sought. 
Extensions are a normal part of good practice. 

	• Independence is key to trust; Ministers and government officials must be seen to be independent of the 
findings and the recommendations until the report is delivered. 

	• New Zealand has consistently failed to collate and make available to the public these key reports that 
not only shaped our history, but determine our future (e.g. the Treaty settlement process). 

	• Other Commonwealth countries have worked hard to keep a public record of Royal Commissions and 
it is now time for New Zealand to do the same.
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Appendix 1:	 List of Royal Commissions

1868	 Prisons  
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1874	 Ship Scimitar [deaths of immigrants from scarlet fever and measles]
Note: The original Royal Commission report was not found; however, supporting evidence is provided below.
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1874	 Boiler accident at the Kurunui Battery, Thames Gold Field [and the machinery and 
boilers on the field generally]
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1876	 Claims to compensation by owners of tramways
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1876	 New General Assembly Library
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1877	 Philadelphia Centennial International Exhibition of 1876 [to secure the representation 
of New Zealand] 
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1877	 Jackson’s Bay settlement [governance]
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1877	 Charges made by Thomas Butler, late Keeper, Nelson Lunatic Asylum
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1878	 Employment of Females Acts [whether the Acts are effective]
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1878	 Petition of James Mackintosh and Son [over land]
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1879	 University of New Zealand, and its relations to the secondary schools of the colony
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1879	 Electoral roll of Mongonui [Mangōnui] and Bay of Islands District
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1880	 Civil service of New Zealand
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1880	 University of New Zealand, and its relations to the secondary schools of the colony 
[continues report of 1879 by same title]
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1880	 The Confiscated Lands Inquiry and Maori Prisoners’ Trials Act 1879
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1883	 The immigrant ship “Oxford” [outbreak of typhoid fever]
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1888	 Middle Island [South Island] native land question
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1889	 The Tauponuiatia Block
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1889	 Land taken for defence purposes at Point Resolution, Auckland
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1890	 Sweating Commission: Certain relations between the employers of certain kinds of 
labour and the persons employed therein
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1891	 Strikes [causes of conflict between capital and labour]
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1893	 Westport Colliery Reserve [railways]
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1893	 Charges made by Mr. G. W. Ell against Mr. Bloxam, Registrar of the Supreme Court, 
Christchurch, and Mr. E. C. Latter, lately Official Assignee, Christchurch
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1894	 Fox correspondence [private letters to Premier published in the Evening Post]
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1896	 Brunner coal-mine disaster [on 26 March 1896]
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1897	 Charges against Inspector John Emerson
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1897	 Private benefit societies [employees coerced by employers to join]
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1898	 Kauri-gum industry [conditions and status of employees]
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1898	 Police Force of New Zealand
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1900	 Stoke Industrial School, Nelson [orphanage for boys, treatment of inmates]
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1901	 Federation [with Australia]
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1901	 Ships “G. M. Tucker” and “Monowai” [alleged delays in inspection]
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1901	 Staffs of schools and salaries of public school teachers
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1901	 New Zealand Midland Railway
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1901	 Coal-mines of New Zealand
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1904	 The Native Land Claims Adjustment and Laws Amendment Act 1901
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1904	 Te Akau Block
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1905	 The Maori Land Claims Adjustment and Laws Amendment Act 1904
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1905	 Crown Lands [land tenure, land-settlement, and other matters affecting the Crown 
Lands of the Colony]
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1905	 Police Force of New Zealand [receipt of stolen goods]
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1905	 Porirua, Otaki, Waikato, Kaikokirikiri and Motueka School Trusts
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1906	 Usury on loans to Maoris
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1906	 West Coast Settlement Reserves [complaints against the Public Trustee]
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1906	 Te Aute and Wanganui School Trusts [land ceded to the Crown]
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1907	 Fires on wool-ships
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1907	 Native lands and native-land tenure

Note: The original Royal Commission report was not found; however, supporting evidence is provided below. 
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1907	 Nightcaps coal-mine disaster [on 21 June 1907]
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1908	 Auckland electric tramways [efficiency and working of the brakes] 
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1909	 Police Force of New Zealand
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1910	 Auckland City and suburban electric tramways
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1911	 Kaiapoi Reserve [land]
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1912	 Mines [health and safety of miners]
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1912	 Cost of living in New Zealand [review on extent of increase]
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1913	 Forestry [whether forests should be retained for conservation or used for settlement 
or timber production]



WORKING PAPER 2020/10 | MCGUINNESS INSTITUTE70

1914	 Explosives in New Zealand [care and carriage]
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1914	 Huntly mining accident
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1914	 Hauraki mining district and Te Aroha township [administration and disposal of Crown 
land, forests, and timber and also land-tenures in Te Aroha township]
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1914	 Mining districts in Nelson, Marlborough, and Westland [administration and disposal 
of the land, forests and timber belonging to the Crown]
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1915	 Regulation of Trade and Commerce Act 1914
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1918	 Defence Department expenditure
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1922	 Rotorua–Taupo railway
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1924	 Land and income taxation in New Zealand
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1925	 Sale of the Poverty Bay Farmers’ Meat Company (Limited) to Messrs Vestey Bros 
(Limited) and other matters
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1925	 University education in New Zealand
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1926	 Rural credits [providing farmers with further financial assistance]
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1927	 Dobson Colliery disaster [coal mine]
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1927	 Harbour Board matters at Napier
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1927	 Water supplies for the metropolitan area and the city of Auckland
Note: The original Royal Commission report was not found; however, supporting evidence is provided below.
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1928	 Administration of Western Samoa [complaints]
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1928	 Confiscated native lands and other grievances [by Māori]
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1929	 Waikato-Maniapoto Native Land Court District [leases of native lands]



WORKING PAPER 2020/10 | MCGUINNESS INSTITUTE 87

1930	 Waitemata Harbour transit facilities [building a bridge across the Waitematā Harbour]
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1930	 Special land-tax [on any cases of hardship arising from the Land and Income Tax 
Amendment Act 1929]
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1939	 Orakei lands [grievances alleged by Māori with regard to certain lands at Ōrākei, in 
the city of Auckland]
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1940	 Glen Afton collieries [coal mine]
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1941	 Kaye’s mine [colliery accident at Ten-Mile Creek, near Greymouth]
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1946	 Licensing [manufacture, importation and supply of intoxicating liquors]
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1946	 Acquisition and disposal of surplus assets by the War Assets Realization Board 
[governance and accountability]
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1946	 Trans-harbour facilities in the Auckland metropolitan area and the approaches 
thereto [railway and roading]
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1948	 Claims preferred by members of the Maori race touching certain lands known as 
surplus lands of the Crown [land disputes]
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1948	 Claims preferred by certain Maori claimants concerning the Mahia Block
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1948	 Claims preferred by certain Maori claimants concerning the Mokau (Manginangina) 
Block
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1948	 Claims preferred by certain claimants concerning the Pukeroa-Oruawhata (Rotorua 
township) Block
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1948	 Gaming and racing
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1948	 Ballantyne fire, Christchurch
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1948	 Assessment of rentals under the West Coast Settlement Reserves Leases
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1949	 Sheep-farming industry in New Zealand
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1950	 Claims made by certain Maoris in respect of the Wanganui River
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1951	 	 Claims preferred by certain Maori claimants concerning the payment of certain 
moneys by the Aotea District Maori Land Board in respect of the West Taupo Timber 
Lands, Tarawera and Tataraakina Blocks, the Mohaka Block, and the Opouturi Block

Note: The original Royal Commission report was not found; however, supporting evidence is provided below.
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1951	 Matters and questions relating to certain leases of Maori lands vested in Maori Land 
Boards

Note: The original Royal Commission report was not found; however, supporting evidence is provided below.



WORKING PAPER 2020/10 | MCGUINNESS INSTITUTE106

1951	 Desirability of establishing an additional meat-export slaughterhouse in Southland
Note: The original Royal Commission report was not found; however, supporting evidence is provided below.
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1951	 Parliamentary salaries and allowances
Note: The original Royal Commission report was not found; however, supporting evidence is provided below.
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1952	 Waterfront industry in New Zealand [Act is passed in 1950]
Note: The original Royal Commission report was not found; however, supporting evidence is provided below.
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1952	 New Zealand Government Railways
Note: The original Royal Commission report was not found; however, supporting evidence is provided below.
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1955	 Parliamentary salaries and allowances
Note: The original Royal Commission report was not found; however, supporting evidence is provided below.
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1956	 Monetary, banking and credit systems
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1957	 D.I.C. scaffolding accident, Wellington
Note: The original Royal Commission report was not found; however, supporting evidence is provided below.
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1958	 Parliamentary salaries and allowances
Note: The original Royal Commission report was not found; however, supporting evidence is provided below.
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1959	 Local authority finance
Note: The original Royal Commission report was not found; however, supporting evidence is provided below.
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1959	 Parliamentary salaries and allowances
Note: The original Royal Commission report was not found; however, supporting evidence is provided below.
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1961	 Parliamentary salaries and allowances
Note: The original Royal Commission report was not found; however, supporting evidence is provided below.
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1962	 State services in New Zealand
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1964	 Parliamentary salaries and allowances
Note: The original Royal Commission report was not found; however, supporting evidence is provided below.
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1967	 Compensation for personal injury [accidents]
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1968	 Salary and wage fixing procedures in the New Zealand State Services
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1968	 Parliamentary salaries and allowances
Note: The original Royal Commission report was not found; however, supporting evidence is provided below.
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1970	 Horse racing, trotting and dog racing in New Zealand
Note: The original Royal Commission report was not found; however, supporting evidence is provided below.
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1970	 Parliamentary salaries and allowances
Note: The original Royal Commission report was not found; however, supporting evidence is provided below.
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1972	 Handling of containers, seafreighters and unitised cargo (containers commission)
Note: The original Royal Commission report was not found; however, supporting evidence is provided below.
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1972	 Salary and wage fixing procedures in the New Zealand State Services
Note: The original Royal Commission report was not found; however, supporting evidence is provided below.
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1972	 Social security
Note: The original Royal Commission report was not found; however, supporting evidence is provided below.
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1973	 Hospital and related services
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1973	 Parliamentary salaries and allowances
Note: The original Royal Commission report was not found; however, supporting evidence is provided below.
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1974	 Future use of Rangatira B and C Blocks

Note: The original Royal Commission report was not found; however, supporting evidence is provided below.
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1975	 Sale of liquor in New Zealand
Note: The original Royal Commission report was not found; however, supporting evidence is provided below.
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1977	 Contraception, sterilisation and abortion
Note: The original Royal Commission report was not found; however, supporting evidence is provided below.
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1978	 Nuclear power generation
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1978	 The Courts
Note: The original Royal Commission report was not found; however, supporting evidence is provided below.
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1980	 Maori Land Court
Note: The original Royal Commission report was not found; however, supporting evidence is provided below.
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1980	 The circumstances of the convictions of Arthur Allan Thomas for the murders of David 
Harvey Crewe and Jeanette Lenore Crewe
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1981	 The crash on Mt Erebus, Antarctica of a DC10 aircraft operated by Air New Zealand 
Limited
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1983	 Drug trafficking
Note 1: The original Royal Commission report was not found; however, supporting evidence is provided below. 

Note 2: The Chair is Hon Mr Justice Stewart, Judge of the Supreme Court of New South Wales. This is included in the Law 

Commission list of Royal Commissions since 1976 (Law Commission, 2007: 41).
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1986	 Broadcasting and related telecommunications in New Zealand
Note: The original Royal Commission report was not found; however, supporting evidence is provided below.
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1986	 Electoral system
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1988	 Social policy
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2001	 Genetic modification
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2009	 Auckland governance
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2012	 Pike River coal mine tragedy
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2012	 Building failure caused by the Canterbury earthquakes
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2020	 Terrorist attack on Christchurch masjidain on 15 March 2019 
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2020	 Abuse in state care and in the care of faith-based institutions

Note: This Royal Commission is ongoing; however, an interim report was published on 16 December 2020.
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